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of chancery; equity. 2. Acourt of public record; an office of 
archives. 3; One of the five divisions of the': High Court of 
Justice of Great Britain, presided over by the Lord High 
Chancellor. 4. A chancellery, —Idiom, in chancery. 1 . Law- 
In litigation or pending in a court of chancery. 2. With the 
head locked firmly in a .wrestling opponent's arm, and held 
against: his chest. 3. Informal. In, an. embarrassing or hope- 
less, predicament. [ME chauncerie < OFr. chdncelerienchan- 
cellery <chancelier, chancellery.] >< t .?>: a * 

chamcre (shang'kar) A dull-red, hard, insensitive le- 
sion that is the first .manifestation of syphilis-* 2i, An ulcer. 

) located at the initial • point of t entry of a pathogen. [Fr. < Lat. 
cancer, ulcer ] • ■ , mW% '-, ■» v- . 1 .» ir-A 

chan-croid (shang'kroid') n..A soft, nonsyphwtic, .usually 
venereal lesion of the ,* genital region, t [Fr. chancrpide: 
chancre, chancre. + rofde, . -pidj — chan'crous(-kr3s) adj. 
— chancroidal (-kroid'l) twfl. ; ' • ' " 

chancy (chan'se^chan'-) adj. -l-er, -l-est 1. Uncertain, as to 
outcome; risky; hazardous: 2. Scot. Lucky; propitious. - 

chan«de*ller (shan'd^uY) n. A branched fixture that. holds. a 
number of light bulbs or' handles and is usually suspended 
from a ceiling. [Fr. < OFr., prob < VLat., *candelarum < 
Lat. candelabrum, candelabrum. — see candelabrum.] t , 

chan-delle (shan-d«l') n. A sudden, steep climbing turn of 
an aircraft, executed to.alter flight direction and .gain alti- 
tude simultaneously.- [FT.t f chandelle, candle < /OFr.^-rSee 

CHANDLER.] ; '- ,1 .'. -X 

chan-dler (chand'lar) n. 1 . A person who makes or sells can- 
dles. 2. A dealer in specified goods or equipment: a ship 
chandler. [ME chaundeler < OFr. chandelier < chandelle, can- 
dle < Lat. candela. —see candle.] 

Chan-dler Wobble (chandaar) ,or Chan-dler* s Wobble 

(chandlarz) n. An oscillation in the. rotational axis of the 
earth having a period of approximately 14 months, [After 
ScthC. Chandler (1846-1913).] 

chan-dlery (chandla-re) n., p/.-les. 1..The stock or busi- 
ness of a chandler. . 2. A^place where candles* are stored. 

change (chanj) v " changed, chang-lng, .changes. — tr. 
1 . a. To cause to be different; alter: changed the spelling of a 
word. b. To give a completely different form or appearance 
to; transform: irrigation that changed the desert, to. fertile 
land 2..To give' and receive reciprocally; interchange: Will 
you change places with me? 3. To exchange for or replace by 
another, usually of the same kind or category: change fine's 
name. 4. To lay aside, . abandon, ( or leave for another; 
switch: change methods; change planes. 5. To, g^ve or receive 
the equivalent of (money) in lower denominations or in.for- 

.eign currency. 6. To put fresh clothes or coverings - on: 
change a, bed — intr. ,A\ to become different or altered: 
changed as he matured 2. To. go' from one phase to another, 
as the moon. 3. To make an exchange. 4. To transfer from 
one vehicle to another: changed in Chicago on his way to the 
coast. 5. To put on other clothing: changed for dinner. 6. To 
become deeper in tone. .Used of the voice, —phrasal vorb. 
change off. 1 . To alternate with another person in perform- 
ing a task.' 2. To perform two tasks at once by alternating or 
a single task by alternate means. — n. 1 . a. The act, process 
or result of changing; alteration or modification: a face that 
had undergone change' with age. b.The replacing of one 
thing for another; substitution: went to Arizona for a change 
of atmosphere. 2. A transition from one state, condition, or 
phase to another: the change of seasons. 3. Something differ- 
ent; variety: ate early for a change. 4. ( A different or fresh set 
of clothing. 5. Money of smaller denomination given or re- 
ceived in exchange for money of higher denomination, 
b. The balance of money returned when an amount given is 
more than what is,.due. c. Coins: change jingling in . his 
pocket. 6. Mus. A pattern or order in which bells are.rung. 
7. A market or exchange where business is transacted. —-Idi- 
oms, change hands. To pass from one owner to another, 
change (one's) mind. To. reverse an opinion or a decision. 
[ME chaurigen < Norman Fr. chaunger < OFr. chahgier < 
LLat. cambidre, prob..' of Celtic orjg.] — chang'er n. 
— change'less adj. . ' . 

Synonyms: change, alter, vary, modify, ^transform, con- 
vert, transmute. These verbs mean to make or become differ- 
ent. Change implies a fundamental .difference, or a 
Substitution of one thing for another: change his' mind; 
change trains. Alter usually means to make less of a differ- 
ence or adjustment. Vary implies shifting circumstances or 
conditions that cause differences with some regularity. Mod- 
ify can meari.to restrict, limit, or qualify, and sometimes to 
make, less extreme.. Transform refers to complete change in 
outer form or appearance /and often also in character and 
function. Convert. can refer to moderate change designed to 
adapt something to'.ne^ use, or different conditions, ..to 
chemical change,, to change in. belief or..doctrine,.or.,tb the 
*excharig c ' of i.someibihg tor . equivalent, .value, either^in M the 
same form (convert dollars into pounds) or a different form 
(convert, real estate unto fiash). Transmute suggests -almost 
magical basic change that elevates something in r yaluc 4 , 
changeable (chan'ja-bal).^'. 1: Liable, to change; capri- 
cious: changeable moods: 2. Capable of being ( altered: 
changeable behavior. 3. r Changing color or appearance when 
seen from different angles: changeable taffeta, —change/a- 
.blPI-ty, change'a'ble-ness n. — change'a«bly adv.. w ' 
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change-ful (chanj'fal) adj. Having the tendency or ability to 
change; variable.. —change'tuMy adv. .— change'ful-neas n. 

change-ling (chanj'llng) n. 1. A child secretly exchangedfor 
another. 2. Archaic. A changeable, fickle .person: 3. Archaic. 
A simple-minded person; idiot. . . • • . w' ; 

change of life n. The menopause. m j 

change*o»ver (chanj'tfvar) n. A . conversion to a different 
purpose or < from one system Jo, another, esp. in equipment 
or production techniques. . . 

change ringing n.; The ringing of a. set of chimes or bells 
wi th ; every possible urirepea ted variation. • t. ; 

chan«nel\(chan'3l) n. 1. The bed of a stream or river. 2. The 
deeper part of- a, river or , harbor, esp. a deep navigable pas- 
sage. 3. A broad strait: the English Channel. . 4. A tubular 
passage for liquids. 5. A course or passage through which 
something may be moved or directed:, a channel of though. 
6. channels. Official routes of communication. 7. Electron- 
:ics. A< specified frequency band for the; transmission and 
reception of electromagnetic signals, as for television sig- 
nals. 8/A trench, furrow, or groove. 9. A r rolled metal bar 
with a brackefcshaped section. — tr.v. -neled, -neMng, -nels 
also -nolled, -nel llng, -nels. 1 . To make.or cut channelsin. 

2. To form a'chahriel or flute in., 3. To direct or guide along 
,some desired course: channels her. curiosity into research. 
\ME chanei< OFr. < Lat. canalis.] , ; .... 

chan-nel 2 (chan'al) n. Naut. A wood.or steel ledge projecting 
from a sailing ship's sides to spread the shrouds and keep 
them clear of the gunwales. [Alteration of qbs. chainwale : 
chain + wale.] < k >.Y . ' 

channel bass n. The red drum., , . •., ..^ 

channel black n. A finely divided, carbon black, formed on 
. iron plate -by direct exposure to a natural gas, flame and 
useiljji inks/ paints,' typewriter ribbons, crayons, and pol- 
ishes.' [< CHANNEL!.] .. \ J« f, • . 

chan-nel-lag deposit (chan'al-lag') « ; The residue that. is 
deposited in a channel as a stream niiis its natural course. 

cHari-son (shaN-sfiN') n., pi. -sons (-s6n', -sdN2'). A song, 
esp. a French cabaret song. [Fr. < OFr. < Lat: emtio < 
can tare, to sing. , — ^see chantage.] . 

chan-son de geste (shaN-sdN' da zhesf) n., pi chan-sons 
de geste (-son', ~-s6nz). A genre ,pf Old, French epic poem 
falling into cycles of, poems celebrating the deeds of heroic 
OLhistorical figures. '"[Fr.: chanson, song + de, of + geste, 
heroic exploit ] f " % . 

chant (chant) n. 1. a. A short. . simple melody in which a 
number of syllables or words are sung on the same note 
b. A psalm or canticle sung in this manner. 2. A song or 
melody. 3. A monotonous rhythmic call or shout: the chant 
of the crow4 at the rally, ^v. chant*ed, chanMng, chants. 
— tr. 1 . To sing or intone to a chant. 2. To celebrate in song. 

3. To say. in the manner of a chant, —intr. 1 .'To sing, esp. in 
the manner of a chant. 2. To speak monotonously. [Prob. < 
Fr., song < OFr. < Lat. cantus <canere,JLO sing.] --chanr- 
ing*ly adv. 

chantage. (shaN-tazhO n. Blackmail. [Fr. < chanter, to sing 
< OFr. "< Lat. can tare, freq. of canere.] 

chant*er (chan'tar) n. 1. A person who chants, as a chonster. 
2. A priest* who sings' in a chantry. 3. The pipe of a bagpipe 
on which the melody is played., . 

chan'te-relle (shan'ta-ril', shah'-) n. An edible yellow mush- 
room, Cantharellus.cibarius, having, a pleasant fruity odor. 
[Fr. < NLat. cantharellus, dim of Lat. cantharus, cup (from 
the mushroom's shape) < Gk. kaniharos.) . 

chan-teuse (shaN-tcezO n. A woman singer, esp. a nigmciuo 
singer. [Fr:,.ferri.''of chanteur, singer. < chanter, ip sing. — »e 

CHANTAGE.j 

chan*t 

A son 
while i 

sing. -^-see chantage.] . . 
chan«tl-cleer (chan'tl-klir', shan'-) n. A rooster. [ME chaw 
)'ecler < OFr. chantecler : chanter, to sing s ± cler. clear < 
clarus.) ' ■• v '. m 

chan-try.(chan'tre) n., pL-tries. Eccles. 1- An. endowment w 
cover expenses for the saying of masses and prayers, usuauj 
for the soul of the founder.of the endowment. 2. An altar u 
chapel endowed for the saying of : masses "and prayers, I""* 
chdunterie < OFr..< chanter; to sing.' —see chantage.] 
chari-ty (snan'tft, chan' r ) n. Variant.of chantey. , . ■ 
Cha-nu-kah (KHa'nsrka, ha'-) An 'eight-day^ Je^/^ 
val beginning on the 25th day of the month of Ki sl ; v ^L. 
commemorating the victory, of the Maccabees over the 
ians in 165 B.C. and the rededication of the Temple at J« 


salera.:[Heb. hoixukkSHi consecrati6n.] , .. 
chao (doii) n., pi. chao. See table at currency. QX 
cha*os (ka'os') n. .1. A condition or place of total & SQ J a ^ ( 
cohf lisibri : emotions in complete, chaos. 2. Often Chaos, 
disordered state of unformed matter, and infinite space 
pb'sekj.by some religious cosmolbgical views to have ex» 
prior tb the bfdereduniverse: 3."(9&. Ajvast abyss or^cw^ 
[tat, formless matter < ,Gk. khaos.] — cha;onc {-6p*l m 
^dfta^oti^caMy adv. . .. . . ha* 

chap 1 (chap) v. chapped, chap-plhg, chaps. —Jr. }, o JZ 0 t 
(the skiii) to spUt or* roughen; esp. as a ^result of coi 
exposure: The north wind chapped her lips, -r intr <}9*v v A 
become rough and sore: He has skin 'that chaps easily- - 

a pat /ft pay / Ar care/i father /■{: ► bib 7ch churchTdVdeed / e pet / 8 beV.f fife / g "gag '/h 'hat / hw which / 1 pit / i PWj*^ , 
j Judge / k kick /. I jid, .needle / m mum / n no, sudden/ ng thing / 6 pot / 5 toe / 6 paw, for / oi noise / ou out / do.took / SO . 
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sore roughening or splitting of. the skin, c 

or exposure. [ME chappen.] 
chap 2 (chip) n. 1 . Informal. A man or boy 

Brit. Regional. A customer; purchaser. [Sh 
cha*pa*re*jo8 also cha-pa*ra*jos (shap'» 

western U.S. Chaps. (Mex. Sp. chaparrera 
chap'arral (shfip'a-ral') n. A dense thicl 

small trees, esp. in the southwestern l 

Mexico. [Sp. < chaparro, evergreen oak 

dim. of saphar, thicket.] 
chaparral cock n: The roadruhner. 
chaparral pea n: A thorny shrub, Picket 

California, having showy reddish-purple . 

ing dense thickets/. • 
chap'book (chap 'book') n. A small book 

taining poems, ballads, stories, or religic 

man) + book; so called because it was 

chapmen ] ■ 

chape (chftp, chap) n. A metal tip or mo 
bard or sheath. [ME.< OFr., covering < 1 

cha*peau (sha-po') n., pi. -peaux (-poz') oi 
hat. [Fr. < OFr. chapel < Med. Lat. cappeh 

chap*el (chapel) n. 1. A place of worsh 
than and subordinate to a church. 2. A p 
a college, hospital, or, other institution. 3. 
at a chapel. 4. A recess or room in a ch 
special or small services. 5. A place of woi 
connected with or not members of an. « 
6. A choir or orchestra connected with 
court. . 7. a. An association of workers 
b. Obs. A printing house or print shop: [N 
< Med; Lat. capella, chapel, cape (from a 
the cape of St. Martin of Tours), dim. of 

chapter on also chap*er*one (shap's-rdr 
esp. an older or married woman, who aco 
unmarried woman in public. 2. An olde 
tends and supervises a social gathering ) 
— tr.v. -oned, ron*lng, -ons. To act as cl 
[Fr. < chaperon, hood < OFr. < chapt 
chape.] — chap'eron'age' (-ro'nlj) n. 

chap-falhen (chap'f&lan, chop'-) also chc 
adj. In low spirits; dejected; dishearient 
alteration of chops.] 

chap-i-ter (chapl-tar) n. Archil. The cap 
[ME chapitre, chapter, chapiter < OFr. 
capitulum, dim. of caput, head.] 

chap'laln (chaplln) n. 1. A clergyman atfc 
2. A clergyman or layman who conducts 
for a legislative assembly or other organic 
man attached to a military unit. [ME cfcq 
pelain < Med. Lat. cappellanus < cape. 
chapel.] — chap'laln*cy, chap'laln-ship' n 

chap-let (chapUt) n. 1 * A wreath or garl. 
2. Rom. Cath Ch. a. A string of prayer be 
the number of a rosary's beads, b. The pj 
such beads. 3. A string of beads. 4. Archit 
carved so that it resembes a string of beat 
OFr, dim. of chapel, hat. — see chape> 
adj. , 

chap.man ; (chap'm3n) n. 1. Chiefly Brit, 
chaic. A dealer or merchant. [ME .< OE 
trade (ult. < Lat, caupo, tradesman) +. t 

Chaps (chaps, shaps) pLn. Heavy leather I 
worn oyer ordinary trousers by co 

J*ar legs. [Short for Mex. Sp. chaparrera* 

cnap'ter (chap'tar) n. 1 . One of the main d 
or other writing, usually numbered or titl. 
sequence of events, as in history or a ] 
niarks a distinct change of pattern. 3. A 
«uo, fraternity; or other organization. 4. 
f^rnbiy 0 f the canons of a c h U rch. b. T 
uvely. 5. Eccles. An assembly of . tl 
representatives of a religious house, com 
*■ A meeting of society or order. 7. A she 
»ge read after the -psalms in certain chu 
"w/>"r^ chapter, chapiter, —see chapite 

^Pter house n. 1. A building in which 
rauiedral or monastery assembles. 2. A : 
W>ter of a fraternity or sorority lives ai 

^JJJ (char) tr. & intr.v. charred, chair 
J^rch or become scorched. 2. To reduce o 
J? Tifrcoal by incomplete combustion; 
has been charred. [Back-formation < 
al so charr (char) pi. char or ch 
to a of fishcs of ^ 8«n«s 

frw trout » e*P- th « widely distributed i 
^8- unknown.] 

2 a ( ? har) * 1 • A chorc °^ odd J° b » ^P- 
do « C , anvoman - —intr.v: charred, chani 
(MP jobs, tasks, or chores. 2. To work 
ChaT a P iece of work.< OE cierr, a turnk 
^a-banc (shar'^bangO ru Chiefly Brit. 
w£h ? r "gntseeing. [Fr. char a bancs : d 
* lth + bancs,; benches.] 

t roar / s sauce / sh ship, dish / 1 tighl 
^on / » about- item, edible, gallop, cin 


